
 

The Global Order Project

Pragmatism & Justice in

Global Order
On the 11th of June 2015, the Global Order Project 
holds its first interdisciplinary conference, in cooperation 
with students and experts of the Universities of Harvard, 
Yale, Maastricht and Freiburg. As the initiator of the 
Global Order Project, Luis Moreno Ocampo will be 
invited to the conference as an honorary guest.

The Theme: Pragmatism & Justice in Global Order 

Issues of Global Oder will be analysed and discussed with 
a view to assessing the relationship between pragmatism 
and justice. Pragmatism is defined as a way to efficiently 
reach what one aims at. Justice is defined as a state 
where everyone receives what he/she is entitled to, 
therefore as an end in itself.


Take Part! 

Taking part in the conference will provide you with an 
opportunity not only to meet leading experts in the 
respective fields, but also fellow students from Maastricht, 
Harvard, Yale and Freiburg, who are all exited about 
Global Order. You will have the unique possibility to learn 
from both experts and fellow students and finally, you will 
be able to actively contribute to a common Global Order 
by sharing your knowledge, views and ideas.



PLACE 
University College Maastricht,


Netherlands


DATE 
11th June 2015


ORGANISATION 
Andreas Eibelshäuser 


Birte Strunk


Cleo Meinicke


Gesine Höltmann


Sofie Roehrig


Valentijn Wibaut


CONTACT 
a.eibelshauser@student. 
maastrichtuniversity.nl

The Project

The Global Order Project is an in-
terdisciplinary research network that was 
initiated by the former chief prosecutor of 
the International Criminal Court Luis 
Moreno Ocampo. We define Global Or-
der as a global system, in which in-
ternational actors behave according to 
specific determinants. In defining our 
future Global Order, we see three major 
challenges:
1. Every academic discipline has differ-

ent understandings of Global Order as 
well as the actors and determinants 
that define it. This ranges from the 
assumption of anarchy to the rule of 
law and states as only actors to the 
empowerment of individuals. 

2. Different regions of the world differ 
greatly in their view of the current, as 
well as a desired future Global Order. 
The arguably largest division runs 
along the global north-south divide, 
but different regions that warrant dif-
ferent types of Global Order are 
manyfold and include divisions be-
tween the US and Europe or Asia and 
‘the West’, as far as one can even 
group these regions together. Con-
flicts arise not at least because of 
such differing descriptive and norma-
tive perceptions of Global Order.

3. Finally, different generations will need 
to work together toward a common 
future Global Order. Only by sharing 
knowledge, views, and ideas between 
the most experienced figures of Glob-

al Order and those that might shape it 
in the future, will we succeed in ac-
tively designing the world around us. 

The Global Order Project takes on the 
ambitious task of bridging these gaps in 
order to create a common Global Order 
for the future. Having a view toward this 
long term mission, the conference on 
“Pragmatism and Justice in Global Or-
der” is our first step.

The Tracks

The conference will be divided into three 
tracks: Global Economics, International 
Political Philosophy and International 
Law (which is again divided into two sub-
tracks). Each participant will sign up for 
one track.

The track Pragmatism and Justice in the 
Global Economic Order will challenge 
determinants of Global Order that are 
commonly taken as assumptions in eco-
nomic theory. The question of justice will 
be addressed in an area of Global Order, 
that is often seen as most efficient if let 
unregulated and determined by market 
powers.

— coordinated by Birte Strunk

The track Political Philosophy in Global 
Order will apply theories of justice on a 
global scale and ask whether they are 
compatible with dominant determinants 
of the political Global Order. Specifically, 

sovereignty as a political principle will be 
analysed regarding the question of 
whether responsibility and justice ends 
at national borders.

— coordinated by Valentijn Wibaut

The track Pragmatism and Justice in 
International Law will be divided into two 
sub-tracks:
The sub-track International Adjudication 
will examine different methods of in-
ternational legal dispute settlement with 
a view to the relationship of pragmatism 
and justice. Does the ICJ or international 
arbitration strive primarily for an efficient 
working of Global Order, or do they aim 
for justice? Can the two concepts even 
be united? Such questions will be at the 
centre of the discussion.
— coordinated by Andreas Eibelshäuser 

The sub-track International Crime will 
both analyse the relationship of pragma-
tism and justice in the combat of in-
ternational crime and focus on specific 
institutions that coordinate the in-
ternational fight and prosecution of 
crime.

— coordinated by Cleo Meinicke

The track Pragmatism and Justice in 
International Relations will provide a 
political approach to issues of Global 
Order. The specific content of the track 
will be defined soon.

— coordinated by Sofie Roehrig
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